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With the recent establishment of an Ecotrust Canada office and expansion of the T. Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation in Prince Rupert, there is a growing hub and opportunity to explore locally based solutions to environmental and economic challenges. 
The T.Buck Suzuki Environmental Foundation, with staff in Vancouver and Vancouver Island and established in Prince Rupert seven years ago, now includes local environmentalist Jennifer Rice on staff full-time. The Foundation works for the protection of fish and fish habitat. Jennifer started with the organization in November and has been focusing on energy projects as they pertain to the North Coast.
  “Right now my energy is tied up with the Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines Proposal and ensuring people get all the information they need to make informed decisions about this mega-project of national and international significance”, says Rice. “We live in a region where fish and particularly salmon are of incredible importance to the people who live and work here. Certain energy proposals, with company head offices thousands of kilometres don’t always take our salmon values into consideration,” she adds. 
Ecotrust Canada is an enterprising nonprofit whose purpose is to build the conservation economy in coastal BC. They work at the intersection of conservation and community economic development promoting innovation and providing services for communities, First Nations and enterprises to green and grow their local economies. Former Prince Rupert Ministry of Forests & Range employee, Devlin Fernandes, heads up the new Skeena Program.

“One of our key focus areas is working with First Nations and North Coast communities, as well as industry, to explore local alternatives for sustainable fisheries,” says Fernandes. 
The two organizations are jointly sharing a new office at 869 Fraser Street in Prince Rupert and invite the community come out and meet the new and existing staff and learn about their work at an open house March 17th, 2010 from 4-7 pm. Light refreshments will be served.
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